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something, which he was bound to do, being a chris-
tian. The good man believed and was saved; to-day
he tells this story with great satisfaction, and very
aptly points out how God has thereby mercifully ex-
posed the malice and deceit of their aoutmoins.

I shall here relate another act of the same Sieur de
Potrincourt, which has been of great benefit to all
these heathen. A christian savage had died, and (as
a mark of his constancy) he had sent word here to the
settlement during his sickness, that he desired our
prayers. After his death the other Savages prepared
to bury him in their way; they are accustomed to take
everything that belongs to the deceased, skins, bows,
utensils, wigwams, etc., and burn them all, howling
and shouting certain cries, sorceries, and invocations
to the evil spirit. M. de Potrincourt firmly resolved
to oppose these ceremonies. So he armed all his
men, and [29] going to the Savages in force, by this
means obtained what he asked, namely, that the body
should be given to the Patriarch, and so the burial
took place according to christian customs. This act,
inasmuch as it could not be prevented by the Savages,
was and still is, greatly praised by them.

The chapel they have been using until now is very
small, badly arranged, and in every way unsuited for
religious services. To remedy this, M. de Poutrin-
court has given us an entire quarter of his habitation,
if we can roof it over and adapt it to our needs. But
I shall add one more word which will be pleasant and
edifying news to many.

After my arrival here at Port Royal, I went with
M. de Potrincourt as far as the Etechemins. There
God willed that I should meet young du Pont, of
Sainct Malo,* who, having been for some reason



